AG inthe CLASSROOM

Ag@ School

Welcome to Ag@School!

Volume 17, Issue 1 2017/2018

Augmented Reality
Augmented reality (AR) is a live direct or indirect view of a
physical, real-world environment whose elements are
augmented (or supplemented) by computer-generated sensory
input such as sound, video, graphics or GPS data. (Wikipedia)
Ag@School has added this feature using the Aurasma
platform.
While you read you will see pictures with the Aurasma (A)
logo on them . Those are the pictures that have a video
attached that will hopefully enhance understanding of an
operation or concept. Scan it using the Aurasma app (it’s free
and can be found at on our website for how to use it) and enjoy
the video.
You can also look online at http://www.waic.net under
publications for the online version of this magazine. With the
online version you can simply click on the picture to show the
videos to the class.
We hope you enjoy this feature, as we think that it will be
a great way to make connections to this magazine and to
agricultural information.

Class sets of this magazine, aimed primarily at the 4th
grade level, are FREE to subscribing Washington teachers.
Instructions for subscribing are on page 4. Back issues are
available at www.waic.net.
This is the first of three issues for 2017-2018. Delivery of
the next two issues will be in January and April.
Produced by Washington Ag in the Classroom, Ag@School
is designed to help teachers meet student educational goals
as well as develop agricultural literacy.
This issue is designed to help students understand:
• The economic importance and diversity of Washington
agriculture
• The importance of agriculture to their lives
• Washington geography and climate and how these
influence agriculture
• The benefits of dams and how locks enable river
transportation
Reproducible activities in the teacher guide expand on
concepts covered in the magazine.

Browse the Matrix!

Visit our website at http://www.waic.net and browse the
National Ag in the Classroom link to the Curriculum Matrix
The Agricultural Literacy Curriculum Matrix is an online,
searchable, and standards-based curriculum map for K-12
teachers. The Matrix contextualizes national education
standards in science, social studies, and nutrition education
with relevant instructional resources linked to Common Core
Standards.
Search our instructional, classroom ready resources now!
After you find what you need, consider storing them in your
personal binder — MyBinder! Create a MyBinder profile now,
or login.

Why Agricultural Literacy?
Agriculture is society’s lifeline and an integral part of
our heritage. Unfortunately as our country moved from
agrarian to urban, people lost contact with the main
industry necessary for survival—food production. America’s
largest industry has dropped from public discourse except
for the occasional media splash. Yet we all eat, and it is
important that we have an understanding of where our food
is produced and who we depend upon to deliver it to our
tables.
Less than 2% of the US population is involved in
agriculture production (farming) yet 24 million American
jobs are dependent upon it. Agriculture is more than
working the land and tending the animals. This huge
industry—production, processing, transportation, and
marketing—generates billions of dollars each year.
Agriculture is vital to national security, a stable economy,
and the US trade balance.

Vocabulary – There are words and concepts throughout
the magazine (some are bolded) that can be used in variety of
ways to enhance learning and expansion of concepts.
commodity, agriculture, water cycle, latitude, lock, dam,
Pacific Rim, weather, climate, precipitation, rain cycle,
renewable energy sources, fossil fuels, irrigation, by
product, pulse crop.

Standards Alignment

Why Agriculture?
Teaching about agriculture is an ideal way for students
to make real-life connections to science, math, and social
studies concepts. Agriculture is relevant because students
encounter it daily. Who doesn’t enjoy talking about food?
Nearly everything we eat, wear, use- even some fuel that
powers cars and buses, comes from plants and animals
grown on farms. Agriculture provides perfect real-world
connections to STEM and makes learning relevant to
students.
Helping students understand the farm-to-table connection
is important in our consumer-driven society. Teaching
students to be agriculturally literate connects their learning
to everyday life.

TEACHER GUIDE

This publication is aligned with 4th grade standards for
Washington students

Essential Academic Learning Requirement –
EARLS for Social Studies –

EALR 2: Economics 2.1.1, 2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.4.1, EALR 3: Geography
3.1.2
EALR 5: Social Studies skills 5.1.1

Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
Reading –
Questioning, Inference, and Interpretation - RI.4.1, Themes and
Central Ideas –RI.4.2
Connections - - RI.4.3 , Academic Vocabulary – RI.4.4, Point of
View/Purpose – RI.4.6
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