
A Look at
   Missouri Agriculture
Capital: Jefferson City

Population: 5,987,580

Founded: August 10, 1821 (24th)

State Bird: Bluebird

State Tree: American Dogwood

State Flower: Hawthorn

Number of Counties: 114

Largest City: Kansas City - 475,830

Nickname: Show-Me State

Number of Farms:108,000

Average Farm Size: 269 acres

Total Farmland: 29 million acres

www.agclassroom.org/mo

Climate & Soil

Crops & Livestock

General

•	Missouri has a wide range of climates depending on the region of the state.

•	Average annual temperatures range from 50 degrees in the NW to 60 degrees in the SE.

•	Average statewide rainfall is 35 inches.

•	Spring is tornado season in Missouri.

•	Menfro is the official Missouri State Soil.

•	Menfro soil occurs in about 780,000 acres in Missouri.

•	The first State Capitol building, the present State Capitol Building and the Governor’s Mansion sit 
on Menfo soil.

•	Menfro soil has a dark brown silt loam surface layer with a brown silt loam subsurface.

•	Corn, soybeans, cattle and calves, hogs, and turkeys are Missouri’s top crops.

•	Missouri ranked nationally 5th in rice, 6th in soybeans and cotton, 8th in grain sorghum and 9th 
in corn production in 2009.

•	The Bootheel (SE MO) is the most intensively cropped area.

•	Cotton and rice are grown in South East Missouri.

•	Missouri produces a variety of fruits, vegetables and specialty crops.

•	According to the 2007 Census of Agriculture, 47% of Missouri’s total agricultural receipts came 
from crops.

•	Livestock production accounted for 53% of the state’s agricultural receipts.

•	According to the 2007 Census of Agriculture  
     Missouri ranks 2nd in number of farms. 
     Missouri had $7.51 billion value of agricultural products sold. 
     Missouri ranks 14th in total value of agricultural products sold. 
     Missouri ranks 15th in farm exports.

•	Farmland accounts for 66% of the state’s total land use.
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