A Look at

Alabama Agriculture

Capital: Montgomery

Population: 4,708,708

Founded: December 14, 1819 (22™)
State Bird: Yellowhammer

State Tree: Southern Pine

State Flower: Camellia

Number of Counties: 67

Largest City: Birmingham - 236,620

Number of Farms: 48, 500

Average Farm Size: 186 acres

Total Farmland: 9 million acres

www.agclassroom.org/al

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil
J/Alabama has a mild climate.

JlJanuary temperatures average about 51° F in the southern part of the state, and about 46° F in
the north.

«lJuly temperatures average about 80° F throughout the whole state.

J[Senate Joint Resolution No. 107, adopted by the Legislature of Alabama on April 22, 1997, made
soils of the Bama Series the o  cial state soil of Alabama. Soils of the Bama Series are well suited
to cultivated crops, pasture, hay, woodland, and most urban uses.

[The central and western counties in Alabama are known as the “Black Belt” because of the dark
surface colors of many of the soils. Most of the soils in the Black Belt region of the state are used
for timber production and pasture.

J[Soil is one of Alabama’s most important natural resources. As the natural medium for the growth
of land plants and the support for buildings and roads, it is a coveted natural resource. It is vital
to agriculture and forestry as well as to urban development, water quality, and wildlife habitat.

Crops & Livestock

J/Alabama is one of the country’s leading cotton producers. However, cotton only accounts for
approximately 3.5% of the total farm and forestry income.

*JAlabama ranked 3" in the nation for peanut production with 636,900,000 pounds produced in
2008.

JISeveral Alabama farmers grow sweet potatoes, in fact, Alabama ranked 5™ in the nation for
sweet potato production.

*[Greenhouse, nursery and sod are also an important source of the farm income with receipts for
2007 totaling $264.8 million ranking Alabama 20 in the nation.

*JAlabama raises cat sh. The industry earned $91 million dollars in 2009 in sales.

/Alabama’s top livestock commaodity is broiler or meat chicken. It accounted for $2.6 billion in
cash reciepts in 2008.

J[The top ve agricultural commodities for 2008 were broiler chickens, cattle and calves, chicken
eggs, greenhouse and nursery products, and cotton.

General

J[Farmland covers about 28% of the state.
JJAlabama ranked 2" in the nation in commercial forest land, with 22.9 million acres.

+[Total farm and forestry receipts were over $5.6 billion for 2008.














































































A Look at

Nevada Agriculture

Capital: Carson City

Population: 2,643,085

Founded: October 31, 1864 (36™")
State Bird: Mountain Bluebird

State Tree: Single Leaf Pinion and the
Bristlecone Pine

State Flower: Sagebrush
Number of Counties: 17

Largest City: Las Vegas - 567,641
Nickname: Silver State

Number of Farm: 3,100

Average Farm Size: 1,873 acres

Total Farmland: 5.8 million acres

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil
JJMostly mountainous and desert terrain. Much of Nevada is uninhabited, sagebrush-covered
desert.

«[In the driest state in the nation, with an average annual rainfall of only about 7",

J[The wettest part of the state receives about 40” of precipitation per year, while the driest spot,
less than 4” per year.

+[SOIL: Orovada Soil

JJMINING: Nevada was made famous by the discovery of the Comstock Lode, the richest known
U.S. silver deposit, in 1859.

JJOver the years its mines have produced large quantities of gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, mer-
cury, tungsten, uranium, manganese, titanium, iron, mercury, opal, barite, molybdenum, mag-
nesite, diatomite, talc, gypsum, dolomite, lime, turquoise, uorspar, brucite, antimony, perlite,
pumice, salt, sulfur oilshale, magnesite, lime, and other minerals.

+JJCoal and oil are also underground resource.

Crops & Livestock
JJAgricultural crops consist mainly of alfalfa hay, sold as cubes and compressed bales, alfalfa seed,
potatoes, barley, wheat, rye, oats, vegetables, mint, garlic and onions, and some fruits.

J[The state’s leading agricultural industry is range livestock production.

[Cow-calf operations predominate.

J[Dairy, sheep and lambs, and hogs are among Nevada’s other livestock enterprises.

[The larger cattle and sheep ranches are in the northern half of the state.

J[The greatest number of dairies are in northern Nevada, the largest dairies are in the south.

J[Horses and poultry are also raised.

General
JJAgriculture is one of Nevada’s most important industries, contributing signi cantly to the econo-
mies of rural communities and the state as a whole.

J[Nevada’s total land area amounts t0110,567 square miles. Eighty- ve percent of the state is
owned by the federal government.

J[Nevada is the nations most urban state. The majority of its residents live in urban areas, greater
than 70% of its residents live in Las Vegas alone.




A Look at
New Hampshire Agriculture

Capital: Concord Climate & Soil

J[The growing season averages 120 days throughout most of the state.
Population: 1,324,575 JJHumid short summers, long cold winters.

Founded: June 21, 1788 (9t") JVariation in temperature depending on if you are near the mountains or the ocean.
State Bird: Purple Finch JlJanuary temperature average 12°F to 26°F with July temps average 63°F to 70°F.

. ) JPrecipitation averages 40", although the White Mountains receive about 46"

State Tree: White Birch . , o .

+[The soil is typically stony and relatively infertile.

State Flower: Lilac “1Soils classi ed as spodosols are common in northern NH, while inceptisols are prevalent in the

. south.
Number of Counties: 10

Largest City: Manchester - 109,395

Crops & Livestock
[The chief commercial crops raised in New Hampshire are greenhouse and nursery products,
Christmas trees, sweet corn, chicken eggs, and apples. Various vegetables and forest products

Number of Farms: 4,150 are also sold.
J[Hay is the chief eld crop grown to feed livestock.

Nickname: The Granite State

Average Farm Size: 113 acres .
JIMany farmers tap the maple trees on their land to produce maple syrup and sugar.

Total Farmland: 471,911 acres JIForest products are also produced in New Hampshire.

[@*&._‘g,!

+/Dairy products account for nearly 1/3 of the state’s total farm income.

J[Other livestock raised includes beef cattle and hogs.

+[Chicken, cattle and calves and turkeys are also sold.

General
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W

JINew Hampshire ranks 48th nationally for agricultural exports.

www.agclassroom.org/nh
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A Look at
New Jersey Agriculture

Capital: Trenton Climate & Soil
J[The average annual rainfall is 45” per year.

Population: 8,707,739 [The average temperature in January is 33° F, and in July it is 74° F.

Founded: December 18, 1787 (3') JIn the summer, New Jersey is hot and humid, but the afternoons are often marred by thunder-
storms.

State Bird: Eastern Gold nch

J[The state soil of New Jersey is the Downer Soil.

State Tree: Red Oak “IDowner soils occur on 291,319 acres in New Jersey. These soils are dominantly in the 11 counties

. of southern New Jersey.
State Flower: Purple Violet ] ] )
J[Downer soils are used mostly as woodlands, but some areas are cultivated for high-value veg-

Number of Counties: 21 etable and fruit crops.

. *[They have medium natural fertility and require fertilization for maximum crop production.
Largest City: Newark - 281,402 y y b PP

J[The Downer series was established in Gloucester County, New Jersey, in 1960.
Nickname: Garden State

Number of Farms: 10,300 Crops & Livestock

*/New Jersey produces ve major fruit berry crops. They are apples, blueberries, cranberries,
peaches and strawberries.

Average Farm Size: 71 acres

Total Farmland: 733,450 acres *JNew Jersey ranks 2" in the nation in blueberry production growing 54 million pounds of berries
in 2007.
* *[The state ranked 3rd in the nation in total production of cranberries in 2009. Cranberry produc-
g» tion accounted for $30.9 million in agricultural sales.

¥ «JFarmers grew 70 million pounds of peaches in 2010.

«]The equine or horse industry had $85 million in sales in 2008.
J/New Jersey also grows potatoes, peaches, tomatoes, corn, hay, and soybeans.

J[The leading milk producing counties were Warren, Salem, Sussex, Burlington and Gloucester,
accounting for 81% of the state’s total ($30 million dollars).

«JFish and seafood are also a valuable commodity with tons of blue sh, tile sh, ounder, hake,
shell sh and other species harvested annually. The commercial shing industry adds $168 mil-
lion to the value of agriculture (2008).

General

«]The market value of agricultural products sold in the state in 2008 was $1.1 billion dollars. New

Jersey agriculture ranks third in importance (behind pharmaceuticals and tourism) in economic
importance to the state.

Revised 7/10



A Look at

New Mexico Agriculture

Capital: Santa Fe

Population: 2,009,671

Founded: January 6, 1912 (47t")
State Bird: Roadrunner

State Tree: Pinon Pine

State Flower: Yucca

Number of Counties: 33

Largest City: Albuguerque - 521.999
Nickname: Land of Enchantment

Number of Farms: 20,600

Average Farm Size: 2,066 acres

Total Farmland: 43 million acres

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil

J[The New Mexico climate is typical of high-desert conditions. There is a large amount of sun, wide
temperature ranges, and lots of wind.

J[The days are warm, 95° F (35° C), and the nights cool, 65° F (18° C).

«[The mean annual precipitation is about 12”

J[The mean annual soil temperature is about 51° F.

/A temperature uctuation of 15-20° C over a 24-hour period is common.
J[Penistaja soils are the state soil of New Mexico and cover more than 1 million acres.

[They are very productive grass and forage soils and are excellent for livestock grazing, wildlife
habitat, and recreation.

+[The Penistaja series was named after a small farming and stock-raising community in northwest
New Mexico.

J[“Penistaja” is a Navajo name meaning “forced to sit”

Crops & Livestock
JJOver 350,000 acres are in hay production with a total yield of 1.55 million tons.

+JJOver 49,000 dry tons of chile pepper was grown in New Mexico in 2007 with an estimated worth
of $28.68 million.

JJOver 35 million pounds of peanuts were produced in 2007.
+]The 2007 cotton crop was valued at over $38 million with over 98,000 bales produced.
/Over 6,300 acres were in onion production in 2007 with a total harvest value of $63.4 million.

«The livestock and livestock product industry is one of the largest in New Mexico producing over
$3.0 billion in 2007. The dairy industry brings in the most money annually at $1.3 billion while
the beef industry is second at $951 million.

J[There were over 1.5 million head of cattle in the state in 2007 with 340,000 of them being dairy
COWS.

J[There were over 130,000 sheep as of January 1, 2007.

General

*J/Annual crop and livestock sales exceeded $3.3 billion in 2007.

JAgriculture directly employs 24,500 citizens in New Mexico. Another 84,000 citizens are em-
ployed in agricultural processing.

[Farmland covers 60 percent of the state. Eighty-nine percent of that farmland is pasture ground.



A Look at
New York Agriculture

Capital: Albany Climate & Soil
JINew York has a temperate climate with annual precipitation of 47” per year.

Population: 19,541,453 J[The temperature ranges between 106°F and -11°F, but the Atlantic Ocean tends to moderate

Founded: July 26, 1788 (11) weather extremes in the city.

+[State Soil: Honeoye

State Flower: Rose . . ) .
«[The soils in the state fall generally into the groups classi ed as spodosols. They are acid in reac-

State Bird: Bluebird tion and generally light in both color and texture. They are not superior agricultural soils, but
because of the proximity of New York’s agricultural areas to its heavily populated consuming
State Tree: Sugar Maple centers, many of the better soils are intensively cultivated.

Number of Counties: 62 Crops & Livestock

Largest City: NYC - 8.4 million o[Fruit - New York’s fruit crops were valued at $363 million in 2007.

. . JJApples and Grapes lead New York fruit crops in value.
Nickname: The Empire State
«)Vegetables - The value of vegetables totaled $338 million in 2007. Fresh Market vegetables rank

Number of Farms: 36,600 6th and processing vegetables are 7th among all states. Leading crops in New York are Cabbage,
Sweet Corn and Onions.

Average Farm Size: 197 acres +[Field Crops - New York produces a variety of eld crops largely in support of its dairy industry.

Corn, oats and wheat are most widely grown with soybeans steadily increasing importance. New
York ranks 2rd in corn silage, valued at $208 million. Production of grain corn ranked 22th with a
value of $146 million.

Total Farmland: 7.1 million acres

} +/Dairy Milk is New York’s leading agricultural product and is produced all across the state. Milk
sales account for over one-half of total agricultural receipts. Production in 2007 was 12.4 billion
pounds, with a value of $2.2 billion. New York is the nation’s 3rd leading producer, and Wyoming
is the state’s leading county.

“’

/New York ranks third for milk and dairy production in the United States.

JIMeat - New York livestock producers marketed 228 million pounds of meat animals during 2007,
bringing in $400 million in cash receipts. Sales from cattle and calves accounted for $318 million
of the total, hogs and pigs returned $28 million, and sheep and lambs provided $10 million.

+[The state has over 200 thousand ducks. It ranks fth nationally for the production of duck meat
and duck products.

+“JEggs made up $59.8 million of the total followed by broilers at $6.57 million. New York ranks 22"
among all egg producing states.

General
JJAgriculture is important to New York State.

[Agricultural production returned over $5 billion to the farm economy in 2007.

JJAbout 25 percent of the state’s land area are used to produce a very diverse-array of food prod-
ucts.

Revised 7/10



A Look at
North Carolina Agriculture

Capital: Raleigh Climate & Soil

JINorth Carolina has a broad range of climate conditions due to its three distinct regions: the
Population: 9,535,483 Appalachian Mountains, the Piedmont, and the Coastal Plains. This topographical variety along
with the presence of the Gulf Stream o the coast, gives our state the largest climate variability
Founded: November 21, 1789 (12t) of any state east of the Mississippi.
State Bird: Cardinal J[The growing season growing season ranges from 130 days in the northern mountains to 242 in

State Tree: Pine 270 days along the coast.

State Flower: Dogwood Blossom +[The eastern 2/5 of North Carolina is characterized as coastal plain and tidewater. Moving west,
State Mammal: Gray Squirrel the next 2/5 of North Carolina, about 200 miles wide, consists of a piedmont plateau. In the west,
State Dog: Plott Hound the land slopes upward from gentle to rugged rolling hills to the high southern Appalachian

State Insect: Honey Bee Mountains containing the Blue Ridge and Great Smokey Mountains.
State Shell: Scotch Bonnet

State Saltwater Fish: Channel Bass J[There are over 400 di erent soils in North Carolina. A variety of crops ourish on almost all of
State Precious Stone: Emerald the soils in North Carolina if they receive proper management. Cecil soils occur on the largest
State Beverage: Milk number of acres of the soils with the type location in North Carolina. They make up 1,601,740
State Rock: Granite acres in the state. About half of the acreage is cultivated, and the rest is used for pasture or for-
State Reptile: Eastern Box Turtle est. The most common crops are small grains, corn, cotton, and tobacco.

StatehiisioncBoat SuadEoat JIMonthly average temperatures range from a high of 88.3 degrees to a low of 27.3 degrees.

Number of Counties: 100

Crops & Livestock
JINorth Carolina ranks number one nationally in the production of ue-cured tobacco and sweet
potatoes; second in the production of Christmas trees; third in the production of cucumber and
strawberries; and, fourth in the production of cucumbers and upland cotton. The greenhouse/
nursery industry is the number crop producer in North Carolina, followed by tobacco, soybeans,
corn, cotton, sweet potatoes, wheat, peanuts, blueberries, potatoes, tomatoes, cucumbers, and a
wide variety of other crops.

Largest City: Charlotte - 731,424
Nickname: The Tarheel State
Number of Farms: 52,500

Average Farm Size: 160 acres
- [Broilers, hogs and pigs, turkeys, and cattle and calves are the main animals raised by North Caro-
Total Farmland: 8.4 million acres lina farmers. North Carolina’s number one commodity (plant or animal) is broilers — chickens

raised for their meat. North Carolina ranks second in the nation in the production of hogs and

‘3{;,3!
o

X, o[ North Carolina had 52,400 farms in 2009. A total of 8,474,671 (2007) acres of North Carolina’s
land is in farms. The average size of a farm is 163 acres.

General
J[The highest point in North Carolina is Mount Mitchell at 6,648 feet above sea level. The lowest
point in North Carolina is at the shore where North Carolina meets the Atlantic Ocean; sea level.

pigs, trout and turkeys; and, fth, in the production of broilers.
\

\

R T

/North Carolina’s agriculture industry, including food, ber and forestry, contributes over $74
billion annually to the state’s economy, and accounts for 19 percent of the state’s income and
employs over 20 percent of the work force.

Revised 6/11






A Look at

Ohio Agriculture

Capital: Columbus

Population: 11,542,645
Founded: March 1, 1803 (17t)
State Bird: Cardinal

State Tree: Buckeye

State Flower: Scarlet Carnation
Number of Counties: 88

Largest City: Columbus - 757,885
Nickname: Buckeye State

Number of Farms: 75,000

Average Farm Size: 184 acres

Total Farmland: 13.9 million acres

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil
* The climate of Ohio is good for crop growth.

+ Ohio typically receives 36" of rain each year.

* Most of Ohio’s precipitation is from rainfall and thunderstorms.
* Monthly average temperature range from a high of 85.8°F to a low of 15.5°F.

+JJOhio has 4"to 12" topsoil
+JOhio has a great diversity of soils, some of which are very productive.

«[The Miamian Soil Series, named after Native Americans in the region, has been nominated as the
o cial state soil.

+JJOhio has 400 di erent soil types.

+JOhio is one of only four states in which over 50% of its land is classi ed as“prime farmland”

Crops & Livestock
+[Corn and soybeans are the top Ohio crops.

+JJOhio leads the U.S. in production of Swiss cheese.
+JJOhio has 3,400 beekeepers containing 29,900 bee colonies.

+JJOther Ohio crops include winter wheat, hay, tomatoes for processing, apples, grapes, poinset-
tia’s, sweet corn, mushrooms, maple syrup and many, many more.

+[ Ohio harvested over 1 million pounds of tomatoes in 2008. The state is ranked 5th for fresh
tomato production and 3rd for processing tomatoes.

«[The hills of Ohio’s eastern and southern regions are blanketed in hardwood forests. Ohio wood
carries an international reputation for its tight pattern and shape. Red and white oak and walnut
are primarily exported as the world’s nest logs, lumber, chips, and dimension pieces for use
in the veneer, furniture, and paper industries. An estimated 300 to 400 million board feet are
harvested each year.

[There are 1,470,000 cattle, 2,000,000 hogs, and 115,000 sheep in Ohio.

+JJOhio dairy cattle produce over 5.13 billion pounds of milk each year.

+JOhio poultry produce 7.1 billion, or 592 million dozen eggs per year.

+JOhio ranks 16™ in beef production with 15,000 beef farms with 292,000 cows.

General
+JJOhio has 40,948 square miles of land.

+JJOhio has approximately 800 food processing plants throughout the state.

+JJOhio’s agricultural industry contributes $93 billion to the state’s economic growth and employs
one-in-seven Ohioans in areas such as wholesaling and retailing, farm production, marketing
and processing, and agribusiness.




A Look at

Oklahoma Agriculture

Capital: Oklahoma City

Population: 3,687,050

Founded: Novemer 16, 1907 (46™)
State Bird: Scissortail ycatcher
State Tree: Redbud

State Flower: Mistletoe

Number of Counties: 77

Largest City: Oklahoma City- 551,789
Nickname: Sooner State

Number of Farms:86,600

Average Farm Size: 405 acres

Total Farmland: 35 million acres

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil

J[Temperatures range from below zero in the winter to over 100°F in the summer. Strong winds
make it seem much colder in the winter. Oklahoma is a “plains” state, with no mountains to stop
the wind. It is known for its thunderstorms and tornados, which usually occur in the spring.

+[The southeast part of the state is the wettest, receiving an average of 56" of rain annually.
J[The Panhandle is driest, averaging less than 17” of rain annually.
+/In the winter, the snowfall ranges from 30”in the Panhandle to occasional snow in the southeast.

J[The growing season in Oklahoma ranges from 168 days in the Panhandle to 238 days in the
southeast part of the state.

JJOklahoma has 2,500 di erent types of soil.
*JOklahoma is known for its red soil, which is red because of the iron content.

JAlthough Oklahoma is often associated with the Dust Bowl, it actually only a ected the Okla-
homa Panhandle. Drought in the years 1934-37 occurred on grasslands that had been plowed
and planted with wheat to meet the demands of World War I. With no grass root system to hold
the soil in place, it simply blew away. Conservation measures changed the Oklahoma landscape.
Because of the man-made lakes, created as one conservation measure, Oklahoma now has more
miles of shoreline than the Atlantic and Gulf coasts combined.

Crops & Livestock
J/Winter wheat, hay, corn for grain, peanuts and pecans are the top Oklahoma crops.

J[Hay is a good crop to grow on land that is rolling and steep. These lands would erode away if
they were tilled for row crops. Native grass and alfalfa are the most popular kind of hay to grow.

*/Oklahoma ranks 5™ in the nation in the production of winter wheat, 5 in the production of
pecans, 1t in the production of rye, 5™ in the production of grain sorghum, 6" in peanuts, 22" in
peaches and 15™ in watermelons.

JJOklahoma produced over 81.6 million bushels of winter wheat and 16,000 pounds of pecans in
2005. Oklahoma has 2.5 million cattle, 80,000 sheep, 5.65 million chickens, 2.35 million hogs and
150,142 horses.

*/Oklahoma ranks 5% in the nation in cattle and calf production, 8 in hogs production and 17" in
broiler production.

JJOklahoma beef cattle, hogs and sheep produce 3.22 billion pounds of meat per year.

s/Oklahoma poultry produce 933 million eggs per year.

General

J[The name “Oklahoma” comes from two Choctaw words: “okla,” which means “people,” and
“humma,”which means‘“red,”so the state’s name means “red people.”

+«{Oklahoma has over 44 million acres of land.
[The grocery shopping cart was invented and rst used in Oklahoma.

JJOklahoma is a grassland and home to one of the last remaining tall grass prairie preserves,
located in Osage county in the northwest part of the state.



A Look at

Oregon Agriculture

Capital: Salem

Population: 3,825,657

Founded: February 14, 1859 (33")
State Bird: Western Meadowlark
State Tree: Douglas- r

State Flower: Oregon Grape
Number of Counties: 36

Largest City: Portland - 582,130
Nickname: Beaver State

Number of Farms: 38,600

Average Farm Size: 425 acres

Total Farmland: 16.4 million acres

Revised 7/10

Climate & Soil
J[Oregon’s climate is ideal for the production of numerous crops.

J[Oregon has three district growing areas, the Oregon coast, the Willamette Valley, and Eastern
and Southern Oregon.

J[Oregon averages 31" of rainfall, however areas on the Oregon coast average over 90” per year
while Eastern and Southern Oregon are much drier. Fourteen of the 36 counties average 15” of
rainfall or less.

JJOregon summers are very dry. The state relies heavily on irrigation. Nearly 78% of water usage in
Oregon goes for farm irrigation, compared to 40% nationally.

J[Oregon has approximately 2,000 di erent types of soil.

+{ The depth of Oregon’s topsoil averages about 10" This varies greatly from the coastal areas,
forests, valleys, and Southern and Eastern regions of the state.

Crops & Livestock

J[Crops account for 69% of the state’s total sales.

J[Greenhouse & nursery, hay, grass seed, wheat, potatoes, Christmas trees, storage onions, and
pears are the leading crops in Oregon.

JJOregon leads the nations in the production of blackberries, hazelnuts, loganberries, black rasp-
berries, ryegrass seed, orchardgrass seed, crimson clover, fescue seed, boysen and youngberries,
sugarbeets for seed, red clover seed, potted orist azaleas, Christmas trees, Dungeness crab and
storage onions.

«[Oregon ranks #2 in the nation for the production of peppermint, snap beans for processing,
hops, spearmint and red raspberries.

+[Beef cattle and dairy products are the most important livestock commaodities to Oregon and
rank as fourth and fth on the top commodity list.

JJGround sh, crab, shrimp, tuna, salmon, and oysters are important to the commercial shing
industry in Oregon.

+[Livestock and poultry account for 31% of the state’s total sales.

J[Specialty livestock such as goats and llamas have increased signi cantly.

General

*/More than 220 di erent commodities can be found throughout Oregon.

JJOregon exports about 80% of its agricultural products, with nearly 1/3 going out of the country.










































